
TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES
Various Developers
Various Locations across the US

AES staff has conducted numerous Traffic Impact Studies (TIS) for developments across the United States. AES’ 
approach is to help clients materialize their concepts in a manner that ensures a development’s long-term 
commercial success. 

AES’ staff experience is based not only in successfully completing impact studies nationwide, but also in providing 
important input to the Institute of Transportation Engineers’ (ITE) research in conducting trip generation analysis 
more effectively, especially for person trips, non-motorized trips, and travel patterns in dense urban areas. These 
procedures are a cornerstone of TIS, and represent an evolving paradigm of the analytical process in terms of 
computation of the performance measures along with consideration of the environmental impacts.

Clients have benefited from AES’ extensive experience, which has resulted in time and cost savings, where AES 
has been able to obtain approvals from the reviewing agencies with little to no revisions to the TIS. In addition, 
the firm’s depth of understanding of the project tasks along with their data collection and software resources 
allows completion of TIS assignments in a very short time. 

Experience:
• Rail stations
• Warehouses
• Industrial and office parks
• Grade schools, high schools and universities
• Daycare facilities
• Superstores
• Shopping centers and strip malls
• Gas stations
• Intermodal transfer facilities (railroad yards and truck terminals, and passenger train and bus terminals)
• Fast food restaurants
• Medical offices
• Residential subdivisions

              

                       



Unique Capabilities:

• Scoping: In accordance with the governing agency requirements, AES helps in developing a TIS scope that is 
acceptable and equitable to all parties.

• Understanding of Project’s Unique Features:  AES’ goal is to gain an understanding of the project and its 
unique features from a client’s perspective, and strive to strike a balance between a projects transportation 
needs with the requirements of the community as well as the jurisdiction. In addition to typical traffic 
evaluation, AES pays special attention to access and circulation that is in the best interest of the site in relation 
to the public way, capacity analysis that is sensitive to multimodal needs of a project, traffic operations during 
construction and maintenance of traffic, Traffic Management Plans for facilities with special events, pick-up 
and drop-off operations, accommodations for the use of transit, and most importantly off-site infrastructure 
improvements required for project success.

• Knowledge of Governing Criteria: AES is intimately familiar with the TIS criteria used by numerous agencies 
as well as local zoning ordinances, design standards for streets and sites, preferred formats for reports and 
deliverables, cost sharing criteria for off-site improvements, available local data for use in the analysis, parking 
and loading ordinances, and other relevant standards and statutes. They also help clients strengthen their 
understanding of a project’s fit in an area’s long-term planning trends and evolving land use patterns.

• Coordination: Over the years AES staff has developed professional relationships with all tiers of reviewing 
agencies. They help coordinate projects with planning departments, state and local DOTs, Park Districts, and 
other agencies and their various departments.

• Community Engagement: AES emphasizes community engagement in the early stages of a project in order 
to gain the support of the community as well as elected officials. Engaging with community groups betters a 
client’s understanding of the unique challenges and local transportation issues which must be addressed in 
a TIS. These issues could be related to schools, truck traffic, pedestrians, bicycles, traffic calming, speeding, 
parking, density, noise, cut-through traffic, peak-hour characteristics, signage and pavement marking needs, 
snow removal, street/intersection blockages, and so forth. AES staff has actively participated in numerous 
community meetings representing clients to discuss the traffic impacts of a project.

• Analytical Tools: AES possesses all the necessary analytical tools to complete a TIS in a timely and cost-
effective manner. The firms resources include the latest Trip Generation Manual, Highway Capacity Manual, 
Highway Safety Manual, latest published guidelines by state and local agencies, Synchro/SimTraffic software, 
Highway Capacity Software, AutoCAD and MicroStation software and other resources.

• Transit-Oriented Developments: AES specializes in conducting TIS’s for transit-oriented developments. These 
types of developments require accurately estimated mode-splits which have significance on the traffic impacts 
and resulting infrastructure needs.

• Equitable Cost Sharing: AES develops recommendations for TIS in coordination with clients which ensures an 
equitable sharing of any improvement costs without burdening a project’s finances. This experience includes 
developing accurate cost estimates and negotiating with the agencies on infrastructure cost sharing.
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• Deliverables: Deliverables are geared towards a clear understanding of the analytical process, and supported 
with tables, graphs, and exhibits that can be used effectively by reviewing agencies as well as easily understood 
by a non-technical audience such as community representatives. The firms capabilities also include developing 
graphics and exhibits for public meetings.

• Client Representation: AES’ technical staff has experience in representing clients in city and town council 
meetings, plan commission hearings, and other committee meetings with elected officials, agency reviewers, 
and the general public.

• Supplemental Services: One of AES’ key strengths is the availability of in-house complementary services that 
clients can utilize on their projects. These include surveying, data collection, site civil design, drainage design, 
and design of off-street infrastructure such as traffic signals, signage and pavement markings, and roadway 
design.
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